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Maurice F. Strong (Chairman of the Earth Council Foundation—-Canada and Special Adviser
to the United Nations Secretary—General)

Born in 1929.(Oak [ake,Canada)

Mr. Strong was president of Power Corporation of Canada and headed Canada’s External Aid
Office, later reorganized as the Canadian International Development Agency in the 1960’s.
He was appointed Secretary—General of the United Nations Conference on the Human
Environment (1972) and then became the first Executive Director of the United Nations
Environment Program(1973) in Nairobi.

From 1976 to 1978, he returned to Canada as President, Chairman and Chief Executive
Officer of Petro—Canada. He served as Chairman of the International Energy Development
Corporation (1980-1983) and of the Canada Development Investment Corporation from
(1982-1984). Appointed as Under—Secretary—General of the United Nations in 1985, he was
concurrently Executive Co—ordinator of the United Nations Office for Emergency Operations
in Africa and a member of the World Commission on Environment and Development (1985-
1986).

From 1989 through 1993, he was Secretary—General of the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, the Earth Summit held in Rio in June 1992. A fter leaving the
UN, Maurice Strong has been chairman of the Earth Council Foundation and an officer of
the Order of Canada and a member of the Queen’s Privy Council for Canada. He served as
CEO of Ontario Hydro in the mid-1990’s and was called by Secretary General Kofi Annan to
lead the UN reform process in 1997-1998 and more recently he is the Special Adviser to
Kofi Annan on several matters, including on North Korea.




