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Mozart: Divertimento in D Major K 136
Takemitsu, T: Nostalgia
Mozart: Bassoon Concerto in B-flat Major K 191
Farr: Naga Baba
Mendelssohn: Symphony No 4 'Italian’ Op.90
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Public Ticket Distribution

EXPO

200

New Zealand Symphony Orchestra
EXPO Special Concert

Monday 22 August 2005

From 9.15 am

At the Expo Hall

200 tickets will be distributed (Number subject to change)
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The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra

NZSO Nz
1947 3 1 100
NZSO

The New Zealand Symphony Orchestra is the country's national orchestra and the flagship
of the performing arts. Once described as a well-kept secret, today’s NZSO enjoys a lively
profile both inside and outside New Zealand. International quality concerts performed by
major artists to well-filled halls are testament to the NZSO’s developing reputation.
Programmes created from traditional and contemporary repertoire are broadening the
audience’s experiences and enjoyment.

The NZSO gave its first public performance in March 1947. The orchestra plays more than
a hundred performances each year. The NZSO is involved in education projects, performs
family and schools concerts, accompanies opera and ballet productions and records for
television, films (including The Lord of the Rings) and radio.
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NZSO
JAMES JUDD NZSO Music Director

1999 NZSO
NZSO
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James Judd is Music Director of the NZSO and was appointed to this position in 1999.
Since then he has brought the orchestra international exposure.

A graduate of London’s Trinity College of Music, James Judd came to international
attention as the Assistant Conductor of the Cleveland Orchestra. Later, Judd held the
position of Music Director of the Florida Philharmonic Orchestra for 14 years during which
time their recording of Mahler's Symphony No 1 was named ‘Recording of the Month’ in
Stereophile, received the Gold Medal from France’s Diapason and was awarded the
Toblacher Komponierhauschen at the Salzburg Festival from the Gustav Mahler Society.

In the UK Judd conducts leading British orchestras including the London Symphony, Royal
Philharmonic and Hallé Orchestras. He has appeared with the English Chamber Orchestra
and co-founded the Chamber Orchestra of Europe. At English National Opera he has
conducted productions of Il Trovatore, La Traviata, The Barber of Seville, Rigoletto and
The Marriage of Figaro, and Rossini’'s La Cenerentola at the Glyndebourne Opera
Festival. In North America he guest-conducts the major orchestras of Cincinnati,
Pittsburgh, Indianapolis, Utah, Vancouver and Ottawa.
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- NZSO

Vesa-maitti Leppanen
(Soloist for the concert and NZSO Concertmaster)

- NZSO
16 Juhani Heinonen
1989

19 10

2000 NZSO NZ
2003

Vesa-Matti Leppanen is the Concertmaster of the NZSO. Originally from Turku, Finland,
he studied at the Turku Conservatory and at the Sibelius Academy in Helsinki. At only 16
years of age, Leppanen won the Juhani Heinonen National Violin Competition and in the
same year he joined the Concordo String Quartet, which went on to win a special prize at
the 1989 Tulindberg International String Quartet Competition. These successes helped
him to develop an active stage career as both soloist and chamber musician.

Appointed to the Turku Philharmonic Orchestra at the age of 19, Leppénen held a number
of positions within a ten year period including Principal Second Violin, Third Concertmaster
and Co-Concertmaster. During this time he worked under esteemed conductors such as
Paavo Berglund, Jorma Panula and Jacques Mercier.

33 year-old Leppanen moved to New Zealand in June 2000 to take up the position of
NZSO Assistant Concertmaster. In late 2003, following the departure of Wilma Smith, he
was appointed NZSO Concertmaster.
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Preman Tilson
(Solist for the Concert and NZSO Principal
Bassoon)

1993 NZSO NZ

Preman came to New Zealand in 1993 to take up the position of principal bassoon in the
NZSO; previously he had held positions in the Grant Park Festival Orchestra (Chicago),
the Memphis Symphony Orchestra and the Arizona Opera Company. He has also
performed with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, Lyric Opera of Chicago and the
Philadelphia Orchestra, and as guest principal with the Sydney Symphony Orchestra. He
attended the Berkshire Music Festival at Tanglewood, as well as conservatories in New
York, Boston and Arizona.
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Naga Baba - an orchestral piece composed
by NZ composer, Gareth Farr
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Gareth Farr was born in Wellington in 1968. He studied composition, orchestration and
electronic music at Auckland University. Further study followed at Victoria University,
Wellington, where he became known for his exciting compositions, often using the
Indonesian gamelan. He played frequently as part of the New Zealand Symphony
Orchestra before going to the Eastman School in Rochester, New York, where he
graduated Master of Music. Gareth became Chamber Music New Zealand’s youngest
composer-in-residence.

More recently, Gareth has had two CDs of his music released on the Trust label; the
NZSO played his Te Papa at the opening of the Museum of New Zealand. Gareth’s alter
ego, Lilith, has performed Drumdrag to sold-out houses, won a fashion award at the
Trentham Races wearing her own high-fashion handiwork, appeared in television
commercials, and was recently seen recording a pop video for the theme song from
Drumdrag.
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