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The wisdom of our elders overcoming sorrow

On July 20, 1953, a debris Now type cislsh

Koyazwwa, Nogiso-machi, Kiso Détict, Nagnno Prefectee. Fortunalely, thanks o lsachers who
conducied & prompt evicuation, all siudents escapsd safely. However, enother teacher and throe

family msmbars Roused nodrtry weno killed

In 1860, a sione monument was emectod in memony of thess victims. An epfaph in local dialect
rocords thae signs of &n immanen mudshde - calisd a Sone Snake” locally - based on infemation
gathersd by studonts from elderdy villagers who expenenced the tragedy, Today, we o0 need 1o
Iy from e wikdom our siders Nve drawm Irom such SSastons &S (hoy Svencames il SoITew.
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anmmnwmhuum.wm Mt Ontaheann
{3.067 m) is a composite volcano known for B8 boautiul foothills. On Soplember 14, 1984, a
msgnitude 6.8 sarhquake ocourted wilh il epicenite close o M1 Ompkesan, chusing & majos
collapse of the mounain's south-gasten siope. The dsiodged oarth and rock urned inboy & mod
Tiow IRRE EWRMPDR OCWNAFRLT AMKRE, CAURING 20 daaths
Mos! volcanoes, including ML Omakesan, are made up of musple layen of dfferam types of
sodimant, and are hiss prone 0 collapss. Virious. moasunss o provend iendalide disssters s
Eeiing pramoted o praven] Phis kind of damage.
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Mountains of toil and bloodshed transformed
into the bedrock of urban prosperity
~Forests and rivers set the stage for
Japan's modernization—

Since sady imes, the mouniaine of the Kiso anea hive =
been o source of high-guality Bmber, Pecple used an
WWIWMWMMIMMM
ol thel imduntaing in ordar 16 Irandpodt them down tha
Kigoy Fevar. This mult-step Wiso Felling and Transpon
Mathod axpodsd workers 10 ghoal danper

This tradsional method disappeared as ihe modem e
brotght rbssys and hydo-seciric power developemant
to the Kiso Fives, which also ook on fhe role of
provideng wabsn b0 Mg Uihan Groas downatinm
The héstory of ihe Kise River,
which has sorved na o foundasion ]!} e
for urban prosperity. can be sson & o
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. The cultural domain of eternal forests
amwnhwvmu-w-mmum.m Kiso Cypeess is
“mought to Torm one of the thres most beautiul forest landscapes in Japan
The hinoki cyperess, sawar Cypeess, Japoness arborvitas, parased fie and
hiba arborvilee varieSes thal grow in Kiso are also known @8 The Fhee
Troes of Miso', and are famous s good housing timbaer and masarial for
_.rh-u-:-m Since the Edo Paricd, sklled anisans hove gaihersd in ines
and handed down traditional carpentry and handicrall mathods that
| Ao sl practicod by the prosent genaration,

L Dnce avery 20 yaors, the Shinko ritual of bfinging down timbet Tof rebuilding
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