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Koji Yamamura was born on June 4, 1964 in Japan. Between 1983 and 1987, he studied painting at Tokyo
Zokei University, and at the same time out of school, he experienced art assistance and special modeling for
movies. After graduation, he started his career as an animation background artist at Mukuo Studio. In 1989,
he left the studio to work freelancing, and in 1993, he founded Yamamura Animation,Inc. In 2002, He sighed
up the contract with Acme Filmworks as an animation director

Yamamura has created many short Animation films using various techniques.

Mt.Head (2002) has been nominated for the 2003 Oscar in the category of Short Films — Animation, and
awarded Grand Prix in Annecy 2003, Zagreb2004 and Hiroshima 2004. His works have been shown in over
30 countries, and awarded various honorable prizes. He has juried, spoken, and held workshops at
international film festivals. His retrospective screenings were held in Toronto, Seoul, Paris, Tampere, Brazil

and so on.

Now he also is a member of the board of directors of the Japan Animation Association (JAA) and a member of
the board of directors of the Japanese branch of the International Animated Film Association (ASIFA), and is a

visiting professor of Tokyo Zokei University since 2004.



