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EXPO 2005: “Love the Earth”
Artists of the world to deliver messages through music

Eric Clapton, other major artists to take part in musical program

The 2005 World Exposition, Aichi, Japan, will be held for 185 days 

beginning on March 25 of next year. The theme of this global gathering, 

which will take place in the Nagoya Eastern Hills (Nagakute Town, Toyota 

City, and Seto City) in Aichi Prefecture, is to be “Nature’s Wisdom.” 

As part of EXPO 2005, the “Love the Earth” musical program will be 

particularly significant. We are proud to announce that Eric Clapton and 

other top musicians from around the world will take part in “Love the 

Earth.”

In addition to the pavilion exhibits, the EXPO 2005 Association will also be 

host to a number of special events designed around one of our key 

phrases: “Let’s Connect at EXPO 2005.” The “Love the Earth” musical 

program will be key among these events, symbolizing both this key phrase 

and the theme of EXPO 2005 as a whole.

 

“Love the Earth” will deliver a powerful message to the world through the 

“global language” of music. It will serve as a touchstone for the ideals of 

exchange between various people and cultures, and will also reemphasize 

humanity’s ties to nature and the Earth. Major artists from Japan and 

around the world will come together and perform at EXPO 2005; they will 

also be presenting their messages to the world during the preparatory 

stage of the international gathering.

 

We are pleased to announce that top guitarist Eric Clapton, a leading 

figure on the global music scene for 40 years, will be playing a major role 

in “Love the Earth.” Mr. Clapton is offering his support for EXPO 2005 and 

the “Love the Earth” message. He is joining EXPO 2005 as Executive 

Music Consultant, and he has written a new song, titled “Say What You 

Will,” as a theme song. This song will be released as part of the “Love the 
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Earth” compilation CD, which will be available before EXPO 2005 kicks off. The song will also 

see use in a wide range of advertising and public-relations work, helping to raise the profile of 

EXPO 2005.

This program will involve a number of famous artists from around the world. These include 

Yo-Yo Ma, the world-renowned cellist whose musical creations inspired by the folk music of 

peoples living along the Silk Road are infused with the spirit of cultural understanding; and 

Sarah Brightman, the soprano singer who is said to possess the world’s most beautiful voice. 

For more information on the “Love the Earth” program and the participating artists, please 

contact:

Japan Association for the 2005 World Exposition

Public Relations and Advertising Group

Ayumi OKAMOTO

Tel. +81-3-5521-1620
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Attachment 1

“Love the Earth” Program Overview

EVENT OUTLINE

“Love the Earth” will be a central part of the EXPO 2005 events. Designed around

musical entertainment, “Love the Earth” will deliver a powerful message to the world

through the “global language” of music. It will serve as a touchstone for the ideals of

exchange between various people and cultures, and will also reemphasize humanity’s

ties to nature and the Earth.

Major artists from Japan and around the world will take part in “Love the

Earth.” There will be live performances at EXPO 2005, the release of a “Love the

Earth” compilation CD, and other musical undertakings. Highlights of the program are

as follows:

• In addition to the three major artists already announced, we will be inviting other

musicians from Europe, North America, Asia, and within Japan to join “Love the

Earth,” making it a truly global program befitting its position in EXPO 2005.

• The artists will present songs matching the theme of “Love the Earth,” which will be

compiled into a CD and released before the beginning of EXPO 2005.

• The artists will deliver the “Love the Earth” message through media appearances and

other events, both in Japan and around the world, during the period leading up to EXPO

2005 as well as during the event.

• Live concerts will be held during the 185 days of EXPO 2005 in venues including the

EXPO Dome, EXPO Hall, and EXPO Plaza. (Separate announcements will cover the

schedule of live performances and the participating artists.)

PARTICIPATING ARTISTS (as of March 11, 2004)

1. Eric Clapton. Mr. Clapton will serve as the Executive Musical Consultant for EXPO

2005. He is also providing the original theme song, “Say What You Will,” along with

advice on ways to promote the “Love the Earth” program.

2. Yo-Yo Ma.

3. Sarah Brightman.

Other participating artists will be announced as soon as they are selected.



Attachment 2

Eric Clapton
Eric Clapton was born in Britain in 1945. He began his performing career in the 1960s,
coming to prominence as a guitarist and singer for The Yardbirds and the supergroup
Cream. Clapton is the composer of such rock standards as “White Room” and
“Crossroads.” Clapton earned the nickname “Slowhand” for the way his fingers could
nimbly play fast licks while seemingly moving in slow motion, and he was often called
a “guitar god.” He embarked on a solo career in the 1970s and composed such hits as
“Layla” and “Wonderful Tonight.” He was counted among what were known as the
“three greatest guitarists in the world,” along with Jimmy Page and Jeff Beck.

Entering the 1990s, Clapton continued to reign at the top of the music world
by creating such hits as “Tears in Heaven,” “Change the World,” and “Over the
Rainbow.” Clapton has been at the forefront of popular music for some 40 years, and he
has won 16 Grammies to date and has been inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame three times (as a member of The Yardbirds, as a member of Cream, and as a solo
artist). Between 1974 and 2003, Clapton came to Japan to perform 16 times, drawing a
total of 200,000 fans during a tour of the country in 2003. At the end of 2003 Clapton
received the Order of the British Empire for the second time. His upcoming album, Me
and Mr. Johnson, a tribute to the legendary blues innovator Robert Johnson, is
scheduled for release on March 24, 2004. Clapton plans to release an album of all-new
material in the fall of 2004, including the song “Say What You Will.” In addition to his
musical activities, Clapton established a medical center for patients recovering from
alcohol and drugs on the Carribean island of Antigua in 1998.

Eric Clapton



theme in 2002, were also given rave reviews and drew some 1.4 million people. As for

the future of the project, a series of concerts in museums got underway in January 2004.

Performances are scheduled for museums all around the world, including the Nara

National Museum.

Ma features a repertoire spanning from baroque to modern music, and he has

released more than 50 recordings. He has won numerous awards, including the Avery

Fisher Recital Award and 15 Grammies.

At the official ceremony for the handover of Hong Kong to Chinese rule in

1997, Ma performed as the featured soloist in the symphony Heaven, Earth, Mankind,

which was conducted by composer Tan Dun. Ma also drew worldwide acclaim and an

Academy Award for his performance on the soundtrack for the movie Green Destiny,

which was also composed by Tan Dun.

In addition, Ma performed at the opening ceremony for the 2002 Salt Lake

City Winter Olympics. His most recent album is Vivaldi's Cello, and he plans to release

a collection of the works of Ennio Moricone soon.

Yo-Yo Ma


