Iceland Day Programme
15 July 2005 at EXPO in Aichi, Japan
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Ragga Gisla

Iceland Day Programme

Bardi Johannsson of Bang Gang
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Opening of Iceland Day programme

at EXPO 2005

Playing of the national anthems of Iceland and Japan,
displaying of Icelandic and Japanese flags, and official
speeches.

Joint musical performance by the Sigurdur
Flosason Jazz Quartet, Karsness School Choir, Skalholt
Cathedral Choir and Caput Music Ensemble.

Icelandic Super Jazz Quartet

The Sigurdur Flosason Quartet featuring vocalist
Kristiana Stefansdottir, an all-stars line up spanning
three generations of Icelandic jazz musicians.

Bang Gang

Multi-talented musician and artist, Bardi J6hannsson
and his pop-group who have been critically
acclaimed around Europe.

Echoes

The famous Japanese artist, Stomu Yamash'ta, works
together with the Icelandic musician Ragga Gisla,
poet Sjon, percussionist Sigtryggur Baldursson and
two Icelandic choirs, Karsness School Choir and
Skalholt Chamber Choir. Choirmaster is Pérunn
Bjornsdéttir and organist Hilmar Orn Agnarsson.

Trackless Sea

The Caput Ensemble has been described as one

of Europe’s leading new music ensembles and
working with them is acclaimed visual artist Halldé6r
Asgeirsson.
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The Kérn School Choir
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Foreword by Iceland’s Prime Minister

Mr. Halldér Asgrimsson,
Prime Minister of Iceland

Foreword
by the Prime Minister of Iceland
H.E. Mr. Halld6r Asgrimsson

World EXPOs provide a splendid opportunity for
nations to meet and introduce their cultures and
industries. This year’s EXPO in Aichi is no exception,
and our hosts have chosen an extremely important
theme for the event: “Nature’s Wisdom”. It reminds us
that, while concentrating on economic development,
we must respect our natural environment.

Iceland has largely accomplished this, as we have
managed to achieve a rapid economic growth, while
at the same time ensuring sustainable and responsible
use of our resources, mainly fish and clean energy.
Today, Iceland, like the other Nordic countries, enjoys
one of the world’s highest living standards, advanced
social security, minimal unemployment and flourishing
cultural life.

The ties of friendship between Iceland and Japan
are stronger than ever before, as symbolized in the
establishment of Embassies in the respective capitals,
Reykjavik and Tokyo, in the year 2001.

Japan is one of Iceland’s most important trading
partners after the European countries. Thus, Japanese
consumers are able to enjoy high quality seafood from
Iceland and other Icelandic products. An increasing
number of Japanese tourists visit Iceland, not least after
the introduction by Icelandair of direct regular charter
flights. The unspoiled natural beauty of Iceland and
the Northern Lights have thoroughly proved their
power of attraction.

Today, we celebrate Iceland Day at EXPO with a varied
cultural program that includes many of our leading
artists. We hope that you will enjoy their performance
to the fullest.

| conclude by expressing our sincere gratitude and
congratulations to our Japanese hosts for this very
well organized exhibition - and we wish them every
success.
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Greetings by Iceland’s Minister of Education, Science and Culture
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Mrs. borgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdéttir,
Iceland’s Minister of Education,
Science and Culture

Greetings

by the Minister of Education,
Science and Culture

Mrs. borgerdur Katrin Gunnarsdéttir

On the Iceland Day at EXPO 2005 in Aichi on 15 July
we will present a range of cultural events that focus
primarily on contemporary Icelandic music and arts.
We will offer some of Iceland’s best choices in the field
of contemporary music, jazz, pop, visual arts and choir
presentations.

One of the highlights of the Iceland Day will be a
unique collaboration between the Japanese composer
and percussionist Stomu Yamashta, the Icelandic
composer and musician Ragga Gisla and the Nordic
Prize poet Sj6n. Their collaboration has resulted in a
composition named Echoes, premiered at The Reykjavik
Arts Festival this spring. Two choirs and several other
musicians, altogether a total of 65 artists, take part in
the performance.

This Japanese/Icelandic collaboration is evident in the
warm welcome our cultural and commercial delegations
have received in Japan. | am confident that the EXPO -
events will strengthen further the extensive relationship
between our two island nations.

Iceland has strong cultural and educational relations
with Japan, not least through the Japan Foundation,
Sasakawa Foundation and the increasingly popular
language programs at Waseda University in Tokyo and
the University of Iceland

We have also established good relations with the re-
nowned Min-On Concert Association which promotes
peace through culture and has kindly invited a group of
Icelandic artists to perform traditional and contemporary
Icelandic music and dance in Japan this fall.

I am convinced that the Iceland Day at EXPO 2005 and
the Icelandic Art festival in our friendship city, Chiryu,
will strengthen the bonds between our nations. We
hope you will enjoy our cultural contribution and find
it inspirational.
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