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Nordic Day at EXPO 2005 

- Equality and Innovation as Formula for Growth 
 

“The ability to combine family and work will be a necessary 
ingredient if we are to preserve the Nordic welfare model, 
especially in the light of the demographic changes predicted for the 
future,” the President of the Nordic Council, Rannveig 
Gudmundsdottir, said as she launched the Nordic Day at the world 
exhibition, EXPO 2005, in Aichi, Japan. The Nordic Pavilion has 
proven highly popular, attracting a million visitors during the first 
three months - a figure far exceeding all expectations. 
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a Midsummer celebration at the pavilion on June 25, featuring Swedish folk dances and various life 
concerts with Nordic music. Pavilion guides also made and raised a “Midsummer 
Pole” in front of the pavilion, thereby gaining great attention from guests in the 
area. July 3-5, there has been arranged a Nordic Film Festival with screenings of 
video art by the Swedish group Beeoff and Nordic films at Expo Plaza. Further, 
there is live music and recitals from Nordic children’s books in the Nordic 
Pavilion July 2-5. Yesterday, Scandinavian Airlines awarded two airline tickets to 
the winner of a lucky draw arranged on the occasion of the Nordic Day. Last 
week, guest number million also won a trip to the Nordic region with Finnair. 
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The day before Nordic Day, July 1, two roundtable discussions about gender equality and 
innovation were held at the Norwegian and Finnish embassies. At both seminars, the Nordic 
presentations spurred a lively debate among the many attending specialists, so both invited guests 
and organizers alike were happy with the outcome.  

 

 

 


